SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
Thus, in practice, which is the supreme test, not
only of scientific but also of ethical theory, Communism
shifts its tactics from time to time, according to the
prospects of success. Idealist politics, on the other
hand, continue to adhere to fixed attitudes, whether
those of liberal democracy, constitutional monarchy,
authoritarian "law and order/* and so on, without
deliberate regard to the state of affairs from moment to
moment.
The solution of the problem of ethics, therefore, lies
in practice. Good notions, wishes and intentions are
futile in themselves. They must be adjusted "cynically"
and cold-bloodedly to the conditions of time and place.